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PROJECT 2 – Annotated Bibliography 
NOTE: Deadline EXTENDED by ONE Week i.e. Due Fri, OCT 
10% of Final Grade 
 
“The notion of ‘designer scholar’ has been added to previous 
concepts of the place of the design professional i.e. ‘designer as 
commercial artist, author and producer.’ This has arisen out of 
the maturity of the field, as well as the need for ‘insiders’ to 
comment on their own industry, rather than being evaluated by 
‘outsiders.’ So Graduate Design Programs have begun to focus 
on  ‘Research, Reading & Writing.’ Since 2007 new MFAs have 
been created in this specialization in the USA (SVA) and the UK 
(London College of Communications). Thus one of my 
underlying aims in this course is to focus the class’ awareness 
on this transformative definition and role that any of you may 
choose to pursue in this ever-changing field of design.  
 
“Why should I write an annotated bibliography? 
To learn about your topic: Writing an annotated bibliography is excellent 
preparation for a research project. Just collecting sources for a 
bibliography is useful, but when you have to write annotations for each 
source, you're forced to read each source more carefully. You begin to 
read more critically instead of just collecting information. At the 
professional level, annotated bibliographies allow you to see what has 
been done in the literature and where your own research or scholarship 
can fit. To help you formulate a thesis: Every good research paper is an 
argument. The purpose of research is to state and support a thesis. So a 
very important part of research is developing a thesis that is debatable, 
interesting, and current. Writing an annotated bibliography can help you 
gain a good perspective on what is being said about your topic. By reading 
and responding to a variety of sources on a topic, you'll start to see what 
the issues are, what people are arguing about, and you'll then be able to 
develop your own point of view. 
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/614/01/ 
 

 
Design Brief of Annotated Bibliography 
 
1. Create an on an Annotated Bibliography on an 8 1/2 x 11" paper, 12 point type, 1” 
margins i.e. hard copy for class (& keep digital copy for final grading) that reveals the 
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background readings used toward your individual investigation of your “Group Project 
Installation” 
 

A. Write FIVE main readings you have found MOST helpful to date & why 
 

B. Write a summary of NO MORE than 100 words for EACH of the five reading 
sources you found. Each should explain why this writing was helpful to you in 
researching your group’s project. Also it should include your own opinion of why 
the text is pertinent.   
   

2. Writings also must be able to contribute to your colleagues & group’s research and 
inquiry as revealed in Project 3, as well as final project installation (Project 4) and 
documented outcome (Project 5). 
 
3. Due Friday, Oct 7th @ start of class (deadline extended by one week) 
 
 
NOTE: for more information see website & copy below: 
 
http://library.ucsc.edu/help/howto/write-an-annotated-bibliography 

 
1. Definition 
“The standard bibliography details the citation information of the consulted sources: author(s), date of publication, title, and publisher's name and 
location (and for articles: journal title, volume, issue and page numbers). The primary function of bibliographic citations is to assist the reader in 
finding the sources used in the writing of a work... 
To these basic citations, the annotated bibliography adds descriptive and evaluative comments (i.e., an annotation), assessing the nature and 
value of the cited works. The addition of commentary provides the future reader or researcher essential critical information and a foundation for 
further research.” 
 
2. Composition 
“While an annotation can be as short as one sentence, the average entry… consists of a work's citation information followed by a short paragraph of 
three to six sentences, roughly 150 words in length. …the annotated bibliography is compiled by: 

• Considering scope: what types of sources (books, articles, primary documents, Web sites, non-print materials) will be included? how many (a 
sampling or a comprehensive list)? “ NOTE: FIVE TO START WITH, EH? CISHINO) 

• “Conducting a search for the sources and retrieving them 
• Evaluating retrieved sources by reading them… noting your findings and impressions 
• Once a final group of sources has been selected, giving full citation data (according to the bibliographic style [e.g., APA, Chicago, MLA] … and 

writing an annotation for each source; do not list a source more than once 
Annotations begin on the line following the citation data and may be composed with complete sentences or as verb phrases (the cited work being 
understood as the subject)…” 
 
The annotation should include most, if not all, of the following: 

• Explanation of the main purpose and scope of the cited work 
• Brief description of the work's format and content 
• Theoretical basis and currency of the author's argument 
• Author's intellectual/academic credentials 
• Work's intended audience 
• Value and significance of the work as a contribution to the subject under consideration 
• Possible shortcomings or bias in the work 
• Any significant special features of the work (e.g., glossary, appendices, particularly good index) 
• Your own brief impression of the work” 

NOTE: emphasis of bibliographic annotation should be on brevity! C. Ishino 
 
3. PURPOSE 
Not to be confused with the abstract—which merely gives a summary of the main points of a work—the annotated bibliography 
always describes and… evaluates those points. Whether an annotated bibliography concludes an article or book—or is even itself a comprehensive, 
book-length listing of sources—its purposes are the same: 

• To illustrate the scope and quality of one's own research 
• To review the literature published on a particular topic 
• To provide the reader/researcher with supplementary, illustrative or alternative sources 
• To allow the reader to see if a particular source was consulted 
• To provide examples of the type of resources available on a given topic 
• To place original research in a historical context.” 
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